
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

Trader Fined $10,000 in FCCC Case 
Thursday 15 April 2021 

 
A Trader has been fined $10,000 FJD, for tampering with the ‘expiry date’ on Shan 
Fish Masala, after the Fijian Competition and Consumer Commission (FCCC) brought 
the matter to the court.  
 
The company was charged for breaching section 77(1)(a)(2) (false and misleading 
representation) of the FCCC Act 2010, after it was discovered during a routine 
inspection conducted by FCCC inspectors that the expiry date on the packets had 
been altered with a ball pen to read ‘2019’, instead of ‘2017’.         
 
FCCC CEO, Joel Abraham, said that this was an especially egregious breach, as the 
expiration date is meant to inform consumers of the last day that the product will be 
safe to consume. 
 
“Altering the expiry date of a product to show a later one is a very serious breach of 
not only consumer rights, but also human rights, as whoever buys it will be risking their 
health, or even their family’s,” said Mr Abraham. 
 
“FCCC is responsible for protecting the rights of Fijian consumers and we quickly took 
action, ensuring that a full investigation was done, including getting the trader’s side 
of the story.” 
 
Mr Abraham said that FCCC usually prefers to take a collaborative approach, in the 
belief that it is more effective in the long run to ensure compliance. 
 
“We often find that breaches occur because the business may not be aware that they 
have done something wrong. This is where programs like our Voluntary Compliance 
Framework and awareness sessions where we educate business owners, come in, 
and most traders do not repeat the mistake.” 
 
“In this case, however, this is the second offence by the company and we are in 
complete agreement with the court’s decision.” 
 
In the mitigation submission, the company submitted that staff had committed the act 
without the knowledge of the owner to which the Court responded that it was not a 
strong enough defence and that it is the utmost responsibility of any business to ensure 
that only safe and consumable products are put for sale. 
 
The company also entered into an early guilty plea, saving the Court’s time and 
resources, as well as seeking forgiveness from the Court. 
 



Once the hearing was concluded the company was ordered to pay $10,000 as a fine 
and $100 as part of prosecution costs. 
 
For more information/details on this please contact the FCCC at their 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/FijianCCC/, on their 
website: www.fccc.gov.fj or call 8921991. 
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